
 
AP ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION -- GRADE 12 
 
I understand that in enrolling in an AP course at Gettysburg Area High School, I am required to pay the fee 
of approximately $90 per course. I also understand that I am required to take the Advanced Placement exam 
in the spring of 2021.  If I do not take the exam I will forfeit the added grade weight which accompanies the 
course and I will not receive a refund of the exam fee.   
 
I understand that if I do not complete the required reading list and hand in the written assignments by the 
assigned due , I will receive the grade penalties detailed within the attached assignment. I understand that I 
will NOT be dropped from the course. 
 
The English Department at Gettysburg Area High School encourages all families to make reading an 
important part of their summer. Aim to spend at least an hour a day reading. The very best preparation for 
future success in any field is to read. If reading is not part of your life, do not expect to be a successful 
student in this AP course. 
 
Also remember that AP courses are electives. If you do not wish to complete a summer assignment, please 
withdraw from the class now. If you cannot devote the time needed to be successful in this class next year, 
please drop it now. If you have an issue with school attendance, please know that it will become a problem in 
this class and in any AP class. 
 
If you agree to the statements above, please make sure you check the appropriate boxed on the GAHS 
Summer Assignment Receipt Google Form sent to you by the school.  https://tinyurl.com/yacxqrxl 
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12 A.P. English and Literature Summer Assignment 2020 
 
Dear AP 12 students: 
 
Congratulations! You have elected to be in the 12 Advanced Placement English class next year. The AP 
courses at Gettysburg High School are equivalent to freshmen collegiate courses and provide the appropriate 
level of instruction, course materials, and assessment. 
 
During the summer, I encourage you to read as much as possible and to include reading material of various 
genres. Don’t exclude newspapers and magazines. The summer program is an important feature of the AP 
English class, and it serves two functions: 1) to keep you active as readers, and 2) to prepare you for the 
in-depth study and out-of-class work that you can expect in this class. 
 
Students will be expected to actively engage in reading by developing close reading skills for detail, literary 
devices and structures. Expect regular in-class writing assignments based not only on the structure, style, and 
themes addressed in the reading, but also addressing how elements such as figurative language, imagery, 
symbolism, and tone drive the writing. Taking notes on these aspects of the reading, as well as class 
discussion/lecture, is required as this is the information that will be the basis for writing both formal and 
informal assessments. 
 

Assignments must be turned in on the FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL IN AUGUST! 
Failure to turn in the assignments on that day will result in grade penalties. 
 
AP English is designed for secondary students who are willing to devote the energy necessary to complete a 
course that is more rigorous and demanding than other courses. Understandably, students should meet the 
criteria set for the course which includes high verbal skills; an expressed enthusiasm for independent, 
student-initiated reading and writing; class rank; prior accomplishment in English, and teacher 
recommendation based on your attendance, performance, and participation in class. You must be able to read 
maturely and discuss easily and comfortably mature ideas expressed in classic and contemporary literature. 
 
You can order new or used copies of all of the books online, download on an e-reader, or check them out 
from the public library.   
 
Have a great summer and don’t procrastinate! I look forward to working with you next year.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Ms. Elizabeth A. Ohnstad 
AP English Teacher 
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12 A.P. English Literature and Composition Summer Assignment (2020 – 2021) 
 

Reading List - Choose TWO of these THREE (You are only required to read TWO of these books; but I encourage you 

to read all three) 

1 – Peace Like a River by Leif Enger 

2 – Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger 

3 – Brave New World by Aldous Huxley 
***Again, choose TWO of these THREE books.  You are only REQUIRED to read TWO!!*** 

 

Suggested Further Reading: 

Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad  

The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver 

The Bean Trees by Barbara Kingsolver 

A Prayer for Owen Meany by John Irving 

How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster 

See booklists at https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/ap-english 

 

Essay #1 - Judging Literary Merit 
Write an essay in which you analyze, discuss, and compare the central theme / purpose of each of the required 

works. Be sure to refer to specific characters and events. Serious literature elevates the reader and demands skill, 

patience, concentration, and an open mind. The final essay should represent a polished, final product. You must 

correctly embed each author’s words into your essay. (No less than 4 quoted citations for this essay – 2 per novel.) 

Clarification:  This is ONE complete essay pertaining to both books; do NOT write two back-to-back, separate 

essays.  Your essay should weave together analysis of both works.  You should be comparing and contrasting 

throughout.  

 

• Central Theme / Purpose: Explain and discuss relevant plots points and other analysis and explain how it leads the 

reader to discover the theme and central purpose of the story.  Why did the author write it?  What is it meant to do 

for the reader / reveal to the audience about real life experiences / human nature?  Did the author achieve this 

purpose?  Why or why not?  Did the works broaden your perspective of the world? Make you think? Do the works 

have a richer meaning as you reflect on them? Do the meanings of the titles change as you think about them? Explain 

your reasons through in-depth analysis and examples.  

 

These questions should be answered within your essay, but do not write to each one.  Your essay should be 

cohesive and well organized, not a list of answers to the questions above.  

 

Here is an example of correctly embedding or incorporating the author’s words or evidence and page number, 

correctly punctuated, into the body of an essay:  

Johnny is willing to believe that “Owen, and everything that happened to him, [is] a miracle” (541). He is a 

fatalist who believes, “if God gave me this voice, he had a reason” (353).  

(If you use an electronic copy that does not have page numbers, refererence the chapter) 

 

The essay should be 2-4 pages (DO NOT exceed 4 pages – being succinct is part of writing well), typed, 

double-spaced, and should include internal documentation (as shown above) since you must cite passages from the 

works. Keep in mind that the 12 AP class and exam test not only your ability to understand literature, but whether or 

not your statements and interpretations are supported by specific evidence from the works you cite.  Remember - 
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the answer is in the literature! 

You are not to use commercially prepared notes (sparknotes) as a source for this assignment. Plagiarism from any 

source will result in a 0 for the assignment. 

 

Essay #1 Rubric – 50 points 

Content: (20 points) All components listed above are present and thoroughly explained.  Quotes are used effectively.  

Focus: (10 points) No extraneous content is included.  All ideas presented pertain to appropriate content and 

enhance the writer’s thoughts about theme and meaning. 

Organization: (10 points) Content and ideas are expressed in a logical and appropriate order.  Appropriate transitions 

are used. 

Style: (5 points) Clear and precise language is used, with a variety of sentence structures and word choices. 

Conventions: (5 points) Grammar and punctuation mistakes are minimal.  

 

 

 

Essay #2 – Reflections of an A.P. Student 
Write an essay (not just a list of responses), typed, double-spaced, that contains the following information (Be as 

specific as possible, using examples when appropriate.  

Length = ~1 page - do NOT exceed 2 pages: 

• The reasons you are interested in enrolling in AP English Literature and Composition 

• What you hope to gain from being a student in this class (be honest) as opposed to another senior English class 

• How you perceive yourself as a writer 

• How you perceive yourself as a reader 

• Your personal review / thoughts about the summer reading novels 

 

Essay #2 = 25 points 

Full credit = fully answer each of the points mentioned above in the form of a well-organized essay. 

 

Both essays are due on the first day of school in AUGUST!  

If we are in the physical building, the essays must be printed, stapled separately, and handed to Mrs. Ohnstad in 

room B-214.  

If COVID-19 requires us to continue online learning, you may email Mrs. Ohnstad share-links to your two Google 

Docs.  Your Google share settings should be set to “can edit” so that Mrs. Ohnstad can provide electronic feedback 

directly on the docs.  BOhnstad@gasd-pa.org  

 

Late essays will receive a grade penalty of 50%.  You may still turn in the essays for half credit until January 8, 2021. 

After January 8, you will receive ZERO credit for the essay assignments.  If you fail to turn in these essays you will NOT 

be dropped from the course. 

 

Don’t leave the reading or the essays to the last minute.  Some of these books are quite lengthy and will take time to 

work through.  If you wait until a week before school starts you will not finish.  Make a schedule / plan of action and 

stick with it. 

 

I am really looking forward to working with you in the coming year.  Read early and often!  Enjoy your summer!!  

 

-Mrs. Ohnstad 

 

Contact Mrs. Ohnstad with any questions:  bohnstad@gasd-pa.org  
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